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CONFIDENTIAL 

I  (C)  SUMMARY 


During  tha  period  1-31  October  1963  three  of  the  four  ARVN  corps 
reported  increased  activity  by  H113  troops,  with  the  greatest  increase, 
in  the  IV  Corps  area.  Narrative  reports  of  operations  in  tha  IV  Corps 
area  are  contained  in  Sections  II,  III,  and  IV  of  this  report. 

In  the  II  Corps  area  M113  operations  have  been  generally  limited 
to  platoon  strength.  This  employment  permits  greater  dispersion  of 
the  veMclas  and  decreased  reaction  time  in  relieving  brsieged  ham¬ 
lets.  TMs  tactic  has  been  successful  in  the  II  Corps  area  because 
insurgent  strength  is  not  concentrated, there.  In  the  areas  of  III 
and  IV  Corps,  where  the  insurgent  forces  are  of  baU.allon  strength, 
such  dispersion  of  forces  and  loss  of  unit  integrity  is  believed 
Inadvisable. 

The  previously  reported  increased  insurgent  attention  to  means 
of  defeating  the  M113a  gains  substance  with  the  increased  numbers 
of  57mm  recoiUees  rifles  encountered.  In  addition,  the  reported 
introduction  of  AOin  antiaircraft  weapons  reflects  still  further 
attention  to  means  of  defeating  the  mechanized  units.  (Sea  Annex  A.) 
Ammunition  reported  with  this  weapon  indicates  intention  of  dual- 
purpose  employment. 

The  non-trafficability  of  pineapple  fields  and  tha  necessity 
for  maintenance  of  trafficability  maps  are  supported  by  observations 
of  the  HO  PHONO  operation.  (See  Section  II,  following.)  With  this 
exception,  the  M113  continues  to  evidence  an  ability  to. operate  freely 
in  the  ar^as  desired. 

Tjhe  use  of  helicopters  (preferably  UH-IB)  in  conjunction  with 
M113  troops  should  be  exploited.  (See  Section  II,  following.) 

Delay  in  assaulting  known  Insurgent  positions  results  in  ex- 
oosslve  friendly  casualties  and  permits  the  escape  of  the  insurgent 
forces. (See  Sections  III  and  II  .)  Air  strikes  and  artillery  bombardment 
should  te  on  an  "on-call"  basis.  Habitual  employment  of  air  and  artillery 
on  the  objective  area  prior  to  ground  assault  degrades  the  effectiveness 
of  the  assault. 

A  dsscriptlon  of  test  units,  discussion  of  test  objectives, 
and  operational  plan  of  test  are  contained  in  previous  test  reports. 

Annex  B  of  this  report  is  an  account  of  the  terminal  action  on  an 
M113  destroyed  in  the  vicinity  of  Go  Cong  on  9  September  1963,  (See 
Interim  Test  Report  Number  8. }  Annex  C  shows  changes  in  III  and  IV 
Corps  boundaries  effective  1  November  1963. 

The  test  is  considered  to  be  80  percent  complete. 
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3C  (C)  OPERATION  HO  PHONO 


A.  (U)  INTRODUCTION 

The  $th  Mechanized  Rifle  Troop,  2d  Armored  Cavalry  Squadron  (hereafter 
referred  to  as  the  5/2)  participated  in  a  aearch-and'Clear  operation  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ho  Phong  (WR  4021)  in  Ba  Xuyen  Province  on  10  October  1963.  Other 
unite  participating  and  the  plan  of  the  operation  are  as  shown  in  Figure  1, 
following. 

In  this  report  no  effort  is  made  to  record  operational  times  involved, 
as  auch  tlmea  would  be  irrelevant. 

B.  (C)  NARRATIVE 

Immediately  after  crossing  the  ID,  the  5/2  encountered  difficulty  in 
negotiating  pineapple  fields.  Approximately  two  hours  were  lost  in  this 
location.  (This  delay  should  not  have  occurred,  as  both  the  troop  commander 
and  the  US  Advisor  had  been  previously  warned  that  the  consistency  of  the  soil 
in  pineapple  fields  is  such  that  immediate  bogging  is  to  be  expected. ) 

After  recovering  all  vehicles,  the  5/2  proceeded  on  the  assigned  axis. 
Immediately  north  of  Ho  Phong,  insurgents  were  observed  running  across  the 
rice  paddles,  and  the  H1138  pursued.  (Later  Interrogation  of  prisoners  revealed 
that  the  insurgents  had  been  attending  classes  of  instruction  vdien  the  M1138 
entered  the  area. )  Although  there  were  many  insurgents  in  the  area,  few  were 
captured  (1  KIA,  13  captured).  The  insurgents  showed  a  high  degree  of 
akill  in  avoiding  the  attacking  force.  This  was  accomplished  through  break¬ 
ing  into  small  groups  (1-6)  and  employing  the  camouflage  of  the  rice  paddles. 

At  this  time,  this  observer  was  over  the  action  in  a  UH-IB.  Insurgents 
disrobed  to  blend  with  the  muddy  waters  of  the  rice  paddles  and  covered  them¬ 
selves  with  rice  straw  or  seaweed-type  plants  that  were  immediately  available. 

A  man  so  camouflaged  blends  into  the  rice  paddy  area  and  is  practically  in¬ 
visible  from  the  ground  or  the  top  of  an  M113.  However,  from  the  helicopter 
the  tracks  in  the  muddy  water  pointed  as  an  arrow  to  individual  locations,  i.e., 
the  cammouflaged  man  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  arrow.  Upon  locating  a 
cammouflaged  Insurgent,  the  helicopter  hovered  immediately  over  him.  The 
insurgent  was  then  ordered  to  move  out  to  the  carriers  or,  if  he  feigned  un¬ 
consciousness,  he  was  picked  up  by  the  M113b  or  dismounted  troops.  The  UH-IB 
departed  the  area  after  dropping  this  observer  with  the  H113s.  The  air 
observation  was  then  taken  over  by  an  0-1  aircraft.  The  0-1  was  effective 
in  spotting  the  running  VC  and  pointing  out  routes  for  the  Hll3s;  however, 
it  lacks  the  versatility  of  the  helicopter  in  leading  the  attacking  troops 
driectly  into  the  insurgent  hiding  positions  and  forcing  the  insurgents  into 
exposed  positions.  This  was  fully  demonstrated  on  occasions  idierein  the  0-1 
would  spot  the  insurgents  and  dive  to  mark  the  location.  The  insurgents 
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inaedlately  sntered  th«  many  canals  in  the  area  and  submerged  among  the  reeds. 

By  staying  under  water  and  using  reeds  to  breathe  through«  the  insurgents 
escaped  detection  by  the  0-ls  and  the  M113  troops.  Had  the  helicopter  remained 
with  the  M113s>  the  majority  of  the  Insurgents  who  escaped  in  this  manner 
could  have  been  captured.  Further,  many  insurgents  lying  camouflaged  in  the 
rice  paddles  could  not  be  seen  by  the  0-1.  This  was  amply  demonstrated  on 
several  occasions  when  the  insurgents  were  in  danger  of  being  crushed  by  the 
advancing  M113a  and  rose  to  surrender.  These  individuals  were  not  seen  by 
the  0-1  or>  in  most  cases,  the  M113  troops  until  they  stood  up.  The  helicopter 
with  Its  hovering  capability  facilitates  detection  and  capture  under  these 
circumstances. 

On  one  occasion  11  insurgents  were  seen  to  enter  a  canal  approximately 

I  km  in  front  of  the  M113e.  The  3/2  immediately  moved  to  this  location  but 
was  unable  to  find  any  of  the  insurgents  known  to  be  hiUlng  within  a  30-yard 
radius.  The  use  of  grenades  or  demolitions  to  bring  the  insurgents  to  the 
surface  was  suggested,  but  no  action  was  taken.  After  a  short  search  of  the 
area  the  M113  troops  continued  to  Objective  2.  No  insurgents  were  found  at 
Objective  2,  and  the  troops  halted  for  lunch  and  awaited  orders. 

Orders  received  at  approximately  1330  directed  the  unit  to  move  to 
Objective  3  and  then  to  hone  station.  This  movement  was  accomplished  with¬ 
out  incident. 

C.  (C)  COMMENT 

This  action  la  considered  significant  in  that  it  represents  the  first 
employment  of  the  M113a  in  this  area  during  the  wet  season.  Although  the  3/2 
has  been  in  the  Bac  lieu  area  for  approximately  four  months,  the  unit  has  been 
employed  only  for  airfield  security,  This  ciroimstance  resulted  from  the 
ABVN  2l8t  Division 'a  mistaken  belief  that  the  M113b  could  not  operate  in  the 
flooded  rice  paddles.  Only  after  personal  efforts  of  US  representatives  were 
the  M113s  employed  on  a  combat  operation. 

D.  (C)  OBSERVATIONS 

1.  Previous  observations  that  pineapple  fields  are  non-trafficable  and 
to  be  avoided  are  supported  by  difficulties  experienced  on  this  operation.. 
Trafficabllity  maps  muet  be  maintained. 

2.  The  ability  of  the  M113  to  operate  over  the  same  areas  as  the  water 
buffalo  le  further  supported  by  the  terrain  negotiated  on  this  operation. 

(See  Figures  2  through  17,  following.)  Actually,  in  many  eases  the  MII3 
travereed  Inundated  areas  impassable  to  and  avoided  by  the  water  buffalo. 

3.  The  use  of  helicopters  (UH-IB)  in  conjunction  with  MII3  operations 
should  be  habitual.  With  tho  helicopters  operating  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
mechanized  force,  a  marked  increase  in  numbers  of  Insurgents  captured  could  be 
realized.  The  downdraft  of  the  helicopter  hovering  over  the  submerged  insurgents 
blowing  the  reeds  and  roiling  the  water  forces  the  Insurgent  to  surface  for  air. 
When  these  tactics  do  not  produce  desired  results,  demolitions  (grenades)  should 
be  used. 
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Figuri  I  (C) 
Op«rfttlon  Ho  Phong 
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Figure  2  (U) 

Aerial  view  of  a  portion  of  the  operational  area.  Area  Is  ccmplately 
Inundated. 


Figure  3  (U) 

.M113s  In  coluoin  enter  the  operational  area 
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Pigura  k  (U) 

VC  obsarvad  running.  M113a  daploy  and  pursuo 


Figure  5  (U) 

K113a  deployed  for  aeareh  of  rice  paddies. 
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Flgur*  6  (U) 

UH-IB  spots  VC  In  rlas  paddy  and  hovors  as  M113  novas  in  for  eaptitra 


Figure  7  (U) 

Dismounted  soldiers  search  for  VC  hiding  in  area. 
Three  prisoners  were  seised  in  this  pond. 


Flgurt  10  (U) 

C«ptur«d  VC  prlsonar  i*  elutehlng  woundad  hand. 


Figura  11  (U) 

Thla  priaoner  roaa  troa  hiding  to  avoid  being  run  over  by  advanoing  M113. 
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Figure  12  (U) 

Timber  used  aa  push-bar  to  asaiat  lead  M113  in  oxiting  canal 


Figure  13  (U) 

Lead  vehicle  across.  Will  tow  pushing  vehicle  to  firm  footing. 
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Figure  14  (o) 

BJLdlo  opar«tor  transmitted  snd  obplad’  Almost  constantly.  Ho  affect  of 
axtraaw  'heat  netted.  Tm^ratiire  Apprb!:dutely  100  degrees  on  top  of  M113t 


Fi'^ire  15' '(B) 

,  51)1  f.loo'l  .Tri.l!  '■>.)  '.il I 
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Figura  17  (0) 
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m  (C)  OPERATION  NINH  QUOl 


A.  (U)  INTRODUCTION 

Th«  5th  Mechanised  Troop,  2nd  Armored  Cavalry  Squadron  participated 
In  an  operation  In  the  vicinity  of  Nlnh  Quol  during  the  period  23-24 
October  1963*  Other  participating  unite  were  the  1st  Battalion,  3l3t 
Infantry  Regiment  and  the  21at  Division  Recon  Platoon  (attached  to  the 
5th  Mechanised  Troop).  Artillery  and  air  support  was  available  on  call. 

An  0-1  aircraft  was  used  as  a  "spotter"  for  the  mechanized  troop.  An 
"eagle  flight"  consisting  of  5  armed  UH-IB  helicopters  and  7  troop  carry¬ 
ing  UH-lBs  was  available  for  reinforcement  if  required.  The  operation 
was  planned  and  executed  by  the  21st  Infantry  Division. 

Figure  18,  page  22,  shows  the  area  of  operation  of  the  mechanized  troop 

The  mission  was  to  attack  and  seize  Objective  2  and  be  prepared  to 
continue  attack  on  order.  Results  of  the  operation  were  as  follows! 

1.  Friendly  losses;  KIA  -  none 

IdA  -  none 
other  -  none 

2.  Enemy  losses:  POV  -  12 

KIA  -  1  probable 

3.  Material  captured:  none 

B.  (C)  NARRATIVE 

The  following  connents  pertain  only  to  the  5th  Mechanized  Troop,  2nd 
Armored  Cavalry  Squadron.  The  times  and  events  were  recorded  by  an  ob¬ 
server  from  the  Ground  Mobility  Section  of  the  Army  Concept  Team  in  Vietnam 
(ACTIV)  who  accompanied  the  troop  throughout  the  operation. 

At  lii,00  on  22  October  1963,  the  G3  Section,  21at  Infantry  Division  was 
notified  by  the  forward  CP  of  the  21st  Division  at  Camau  to  alert  the 
American  Advisor  and  the  CO  of  the  5th  Mechanized  Troop  to  be  at  the  Bac 
Lieu  airstrip  at  1500  to  meet  a  U-6A  aircraft  that  would  take  them  on  an 
aerial  reconnaissance  of  an  area  northwest  of  Bac  Lieu.  The  U~6A  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  ACTIV.  The  aircraft  arrived  on  schedule,  and  this  time  the  troop 
CO  was  briefed  on  the  route  to  be  flown  and  the  general  scheme  of  an  oper¬ 
ation  to  be  conducted  the  following  day. 
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The  aerial  reeoimaisaance  waa  opmplated  hy  16C0  and  the  aircraft 
landed  at  Caoiau.  At  this  time  the  troop  CO  reported  to  the  division  CP 
(03)  for  further  inatruetiona.  At  16^  the  divialon  adviaor  recoamanded 
that  an  additional  reconnalasKee  be  inducted  over  an  alternate  area. 

When  this  reconnaissance  was  completed  the  U-6A  aircraft  delivered  the 
troop  commander  to  the  Bac  Lieu  airstrip  where  ha  was  met  by  an  0-1  air¬ 
craft  and  flown  back  to  the  division  forward  CP  for  further  verbal  orders. 
The  troop  commander  returned  to  hie  unit  In  Bac  Litu  at  about  2000.  No 
written  order  or  overlay  was  provided  at  this  time.  Howsver«  arrangements 
were  made  to  air  drop  an  overlay-type  order  to  the  unit  on  the  following 
day. 


At  0500  the  following  morning  the  5th  Mechanised  Troop  departed  from 
Bac  Lieu  enroute  to  the  objective  area.  A  complement  of  197  men  and  14 
armored  personnel  carriers  composed  the  force.  There  were  117  men  organic 
to  the  troop {  80  men  from  the  division  reconnaissance  pldtoon  were  attached. 
The  first  hour  of  the  road  march  was  conducted  under  blackout  drive  condi¬ 
tions. 

At  0600  the  troop  halted  in  a  sstall  village  where  an  artillery  unit 
was  based.  At  this  time  the  troop  commander  received  orders  that  his  unit 
was  to  escort  two  10^  guns  into  a  firing  position,  since  both  units  were 
proceeding  on  the  same  route.  Two  M-8  armored  cars  had  bean  made  available 
to  the  artillery  unit  as  escorts.  The  prime  movers  for  the  artillery  were 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  column.  After  moving  about  3  km,  the  2i-ton 
trucks  that  were  towing  the  artilleiy  became  stuck  several  times.  This 
caused  the  armored  unit  to  be  delayed.  It  was  reported  that  the  artillery 
never  reached  its  assigned  position.  At  0730  an  0-1  alrcra.ft  dropped  the 
operations  overlay  to  the  troop  CO. 

The  unit  reached  Vlnh  Quol  at  0930  and  encountered  the  first  major 
canal.  The  troop  commander  elected  to  enter  the  canal  (Point  A)  and  swim 
the  vehicles  in  a  SW  direction  for  approximately  2  km.  The  attached  in¬ 
fantry  was  dismounted  and  provided  local  security  along  the  canal  banks. 

(See  Figures  19  and  20.)  An  0-1  aircraft  assisted  in  selecting  an  exit 
point  on  the  NW  bank  of  the  canal.  At  1045  the  last  MII3  exited  the  canal 
(Point  B)  and  movement  commenced  cross-country  to  the  objective  area. 

Several  small  canals  were  encountered  but  traversed  without  difficulty. 

Water  depth  in  the  rice  paddies  ranged  from  3  to  4  feet.  This  water  depth 
and  mud  did  not  pose  a  problem  to  the  MII3,  which  can  maintain  a  speed  of 
8  to  15  mph  under  these  conditions.  (See  Figures  21  and  22).  The  0-1 
aircraft  scouted  ahead  to  select  the  best  route. 

At  1310,  as  the  unit  moved  across  a  paddy  field  about  I5OO  meters  from 
the  objective  (Point  C),  the  unit  oonmander  was  infomed  by  the  spotter  air¬ 
craft  that  the  paddy  field  was  infested  with  VC.  The  insurgents  could  not 
be  detected  by  the  unit  since  they  had  submerged  thesiselves  in  paddy  water 
3  to  4  feet  deep.  At  this  time  the  commander  dispersed  his  vehicles  in  an 
effort  to  flush  the  VC.  As  the  0-1  observer  sighted  the  enemy  he  relayed 
their  locations  to  the  American  advisor  and  troop  commander.  The  M113s 
would  pursue  the  VC.  (See  Figures  24,  25,  and  26.)  Utilising  this  technique 
the  MII3  troops  captured  12  VC  and  killed  one. 
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Although  the  troop  wae  highly  sucoeseful  In  pursuing  the  VG  in  the  paddy 
field,  orders  were  received  at  I400  to  disengage  and  continue  to  Objective  2 
without  delay.  When  this  order  was  received,  the  unit  was  still  capturing  VC. 

At  lAlO  two  T-2d  aircraft  bombed,  strafed,  and  dropped  napalm  on  Objective  2. 

At  14iV5  the  5th  Troop  crossed  the  final  canal  before  the  objective  area. 

At  1450  all  vehicles  had  crossed  the  canal.  Three  rifle  platoons  were  dei^loyed 
in  a  line  formation  and  prepared  to  launch  the  attack.  Distance  to  the  bhjA'ctlve 
area  was  about  900  meters. 

Although  the  objective  had  been  saturated  by  ordnance  from  the  T-28 
aircraft  the  troop  commander  was  instructed  at  1455  to  hold  in  his  position 
while  artillery  fire  was  placed  on  the  objective  area.  At  1525  the  troop  was 
still  located  about  900  meters  from  the  objective  area  in  an  assault  postxire. 
Instructions  were  received  to  remain  in  position  while  additional  air  strikes 
and  artillery  fire  were  delivered  into  the  objeotive  area.  A  radio  message 
received  at  152?  informed  the  troop  coanander  that  he  was  now  under  control 
of  the  31at  Infantry  Regiment.  The  1st  Battalion,  31st  Regiment  was  given  the 
mission  to  seize  Objective  1,  which  was  located  approximately  1000  meters  west 
of  Objective  2. 

The  T-28  air  strike  on  Objective  2  was  completed  by  1530.  The  troop 
commander  received  orders  to  hold  his  present  location  while  artillery  fire  was 
shifted  from  Objective  1  to  Objective  2.  The  American  advisor  was  informed  through 
his  channels  that  the  artillery  would  not  fire.  However,  the  troop  connander  was 
informed  that  artillery  would  firs  into  the  objective  area. 

At  1545  the  troop  conmenced  movement  toward  Objective  2.  At  1547  artillery 
commenced  fire  into  a  tree  line  on  the  near  side  of  Objective  2.  About  15  to 
20  rounds  were  fired.  Their  accuracy  was  good.  The  troop  began  to  move  toward 
the  objective  at  1550*  but  then  halted  on  orders  of  the  3lBt  Regiment.  No 
reason  could  be  given  for  the  halt. 

The  final  assault  comnenced  at  I6OO,  with  assault  elements  (9  APCs)  moving 
abreast  with  .50  Cal  machine  guns  firing.  (See  Figures  28  and  29.)  About  25 
meters  from  the  objective,  the  Infantry  dismounted  and  continued  the  attack  into 
the  tree  line.  No  enemy  fire  was  received.  By  I63O  the  objective  was  secure. 
Several  foxholes  were  found  in  the  tree  line.  Local  civilians  reported  that 
approximately  500  VC  had  vacated  the  area  two  days  previously. 

At  1640  the  Infantry  returned  to  the  M113s.  The  troop  commander  awaited 
farther  orders  from  the  31s4  Infantry  Regiment.  The  troop  comnander  received 
orders  to  occupy  an  assembly  area  (Point  d)  about  800  meters  west  of  Objective  2. 
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The  unit  romalned  overnight  In  this  arati.  The  Infantry  was  dismounted  and. 
placed  in  a  tree  line  to  provide  local  security.  Captured  VC  remained  with 
the  unit.  The  M113b  formed  a  "wagon  wheel"  in  the  paddy  field.  Water  depth 
was  about  3  feet. 

► 

At  0700  on  the  morning  of  October  24»  the  troop  commenced  movement  to  Bac 
Lieu.  The  eosmander  was  careful  not  to  follow  the  exact  route  that  was  used 
to  enter  the  area. 

At  1045  it  was  found  that  two  M113s  required  fuel,  and  that  all  vehicles 
were  running  low  on  fuel.  Two  H-21  helicopters  delivered  several  5-gallon 
cans  of  gasoline  to  the  troop.  The  gasoline  was  sling  loaded,  as  shown  in  Figure 
30.  This  replenishment  allowed  the  troop  to  continue  the  march  to  a  pre-designa!,o.i 
refueling  point. 

At  1730  on  24  October  the  troop  arrived  at  its  home  station,  Bac  Lieu.  All 
vehicles  were  operational. 

C.  (C)  FAVORABLE  COMMENTS 

1.  All  M113s  assigned  to  the  unit  were  operational  and  participated  In 
the  operation. 

2.  Vehicle  operators  are  well  trained.  This  was  especially  noticeable 
while  the  unit  moved  under  blackout  conditions. 

3.  The  entire  troop  and  the  attached  unit  were  eager  to  engage  the  VC, 
This  was  detected  when  the  first  enemy  contact  was  made. 

4.  The  employment  of  the  M113b  by  the  troop  commander  was  sound  at  all 

times, 

5.  The  final  assault  had  all  appearances  of  a  well  rehearsed  attack  at 
one  of  the  U  S  Army  service  schools. 

6.  The  infantry  dismounted  and  moved  aggressively  into  the  final  phase 
of  the  assault. 

7.  There  was  little  confusion  within  the  troop  during  the  entire  oper¬ 
ation, 

8.  Capt  Tam,  troop  commander,  is  mature  and  aggressive.  He  is  highly 
respected  by  his  subordinates.  At  all  times  he  had  complete  control  of  his  unit, 

Ha  accepts  advice  from  his  advisor  in  a  willing  manner, 
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9*  lat  It  HlnaSf  Anarican  advlsorf  has  excellent  relationship  with 
his  coimterpart. 

10.  Excellent  use  was  nada  of  the  0-1  spatter  aircraft, 

D.  (C)  UNFAVORABLE  COMMENTS 

1.  The  troop  should  have  moved  several  hours  earlier  than  it  did  in  order 
to  reach  the  first  major  canal  at  Vlnh  Quoi  by  BMNT. 

2.  Although  the  troop  was  prepared  to  attack  at  1450  it  was  held  in  an 
assault  posture  for  55  minutes  while  awaiting  additional  air  strikes  and  ar¬ 
tillery  fire.  This  is  a  tactical  error  eosnltted  by  higher  headquarters. 

Nad  the  objective  been  occupied  as  reported,  the  enemy  would  have  had  ample 
time  to  withdraw  and  disperse.  Also,  the  speed,  firepower,  and  shock  action 
of  the  armored  unit  were  lost. 

3>  An  0-1  aircraft  is  an  excellent  means  of  guiding  armored  units  over 
and  around  obstacles;  however,  when  seeking  out  insurgents  submerged  in  paddy 
fields,  a  helicopter  is  better  since  it  may  hover  and  pinpoint  insurgent 
positions, 

4.  rows  should  be  evacuated  with  all  possible  speed.  The  12  POWs 
remained  with  the  unit  for  27  hours. 

5.  It  is  believed  that  the  engine  timing  of  several  M1138  was  inefficient. 
This  may  account  for  excessive  use  of  fuel, 

6.  Armored  units  should  not  be  required  to  provide  security  for  artillery 
units  when  moving  toward  an  attack  position. 

7.  There  was  a  definite  lack  of  security  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

At  1030  the  ACTIV  observer  noticed  two  M113b  in  which  the  entire  crews  were 
asleep.  This  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Amerlcqn  advisor. 

6.  The  current  trend  appears  to  be  toward  using  air  strikes  and  artillery 
bombardment  before  a  final  assault.  Air  and  artillery  strikes  should  be  on  an 
"on-call*  basis  and  employed  only  as  required. 
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?lgur«  19  (U) 


Figure  20  (U) 

M113b  use  a  major  canal  In  the  vicinity 
of  Ninh  Quoi  as  a  route  of  communication. 
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Figure  21  (U) 


Figure  22  (u) 

M113e  treveree  water-filleil  paddies  at  speeds  of  8  to  15  mph. 
Ill  -  Ninh  Quo! 
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Flgura  23  (U) 

Cwul  crossing  sits  in  vicinity  of  Nlnh  Quoi. 
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Figure  24  (U) 


Figur*  25  (U) 

M113t  f*n  out  to  flush  VC  spottod  by  0-1. 


Figuru  26  (U) 


I  ^ 


Pl*ur«  27  (U) 

Troop  erosBot  final  oanal  prior  to  objBotlTo. 
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Flguro  28  (U) 

Troop  BoveB  forward  to  ObjaetlTO  2  (troe  lino) . 
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Figure  29  (U) 

Troop  BOToa  forward  to  ObjootlTo  2  (tree  lino). 


Figure  30  (U) 

H-21  Helicopter  delivers  fuel  via  eling  load. 
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TL  (C)  OPERATION  CHO  CU  CHI 

A.  (U)  INTRODUCTION 

On  2A-2S  October  1963  the  4th  KeohaniBed  Troop,  2d  Annored  Ca.vslry  Squad¬ 
ron  (hereafter  referred  to  as  the  4/2)  participated  In  an  operation  approxi- 
■atel;  S  ka  weet  of  Tan  An  (XS  5065)  on  the  Saigon-Hx  Tho  hl^nrajr*  Figure  31, 
p  35,  ehowB  dlepoeltlon  of  unite  and  highlights  of  the  action.  The  partleipatlnrr 
unite  were  as  follows: 

1.  7th  Infantry  Division  Headquarters 

2.  nth  Infantry  Regiment  Headquarters 

3.  1st  Battalion,  11th  Infantry  Regiment  (hereafter  referred  to  as  1/11) 

4.  4/2  Mechanised  Troop 

5.  Civil  Quord  Battalion 

6-  105bb  Howiteer  Battalion(-) 

The  4/2  was  ordered  to  road  march  from  Hy  Tho  to  Join  the  1/11  in  the 
vicinity  of  coordinates  XS  4762.  The  1/11  comander  planned  to  attack  Ob¬ 
jective  11  with  two  dismounted  rifle  companies.  The  4/2  with  the  3d  Rifle 
Company  of  1/11  mounted  would  act  as  the  reserve  or  finishing  force.  Results 
of  the  operation  were  as  folloifs: 

1.  Friendly  losses:  4/2  KIA  -  none 

4/2  WIA  -  4 

1/11  KIA  -  4  . 

1/11  WIA  -  16 

2.  Enemy  losses:  KIA  -  70  (unconfirmed) 

WIA  -  unkncwn 
POW  -  3 
Suspects  -  12 

3.  Materials  captured:  2  BARS 

1  Russian  Carbine 
1  US  Carbine 
1  US  Enfield  or  03 
1  MAS  36 
1  57mm  RR  mount 

1  Combination  tool  for  57iim  RR 
3  57mm  RR  HEAT  rounds 
3  57nn  RR  empty  shell  oases 
1  AT  mine  (10  kilos) 
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B.  (C)  NARRATIVE 

Th«  operation  was  a  reaction  to  VC  activity  that  began  on  23  October. 
The  VC  ambushed  a  patrol  from  a  Self  Defense  Corps  (SDC)  Post.  XS  455649 
(located  In  the  northern  edge  of  Objective  57 )>  at  approximately  1730  on 
/  23  October.  The  post  was  reinforced  by  approximately  15  SDC  from  a  hamlet 
>1  in  the  area.  At  2000  on  23  October  the  VC  attacked  the  post  itself.  A 
relieving  Civil  Quard  (CG)  Company  from  Tan  Hiep  (XS  475550)  wu  ambushed 
by  the  VC  (XS  45S634)  at  about  2300.  The  CG  company  broke  contact  and 
withdrew  1000  meters  to  the  east.  On  24  October  at  0700«  a  province  oper¬ 
ation  was  Initiated  to  attack  the  treeline  In  the  vicinity  of  Objective  56. 
Tmo  CG  companies  and  one  ranger  company  were  employed.  At  1045  this  force 
became  engaged  near  the  treeline  of  Objective  56.  Once  more  they  withdrew 
to  the  east.  At  1145  aerial  observation  reported  approximately  200  armed 
VC  in  the  treeline  in  the  vicinity  of  Objectives  11  and  56.  Planning  for 
a  division  operation  In  this  area  was  begun  on  the  morning  of  the  24th. 

No  VN  or  US  advisor  personnel  of  the  2d  Armored  Cavalry  Squadron  parti¬ 
cipated  In  the  planning. 


The  4/2  had  been  ordered  to  present  a  mobillty-and-firepower  demon¬ 
stration  of  the  M113  for  the  British  Ambassador  to  RVN  and  the  United 
Kingdom  Army  Chief  of  Staff.  This  demonstration^  in  which  eight  Miles  took 
part,  was  presented  at  1200  on  24  October  east  of  My  Tho  near  coordinates 
XS  420455.  The  M113-mounted  weapons  used  In  the  demonstration  were  a 
flamethrower,  single  and  dual  Cal  .30  machine  guns,  a  Cal  .50  machine  gun, 
and  a  57fflm  RR.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  demonstration  (about  1220)  the 
troop  commander  was  Informed  that  his  troop  was  to  prepare  for  an  operation. 

The  4/2  departed  Hy  Tho  at  1330  and  marched  to  the  designated  line  of 
departure  without  incident.  With  minimum  confusion,  the  troop  was  attached 
to  the  infantry  battalion  and  received  the  rifle  company  as  planned.  This 
task  force  moved  west  across  the  line  of  departure  with  two  deployed  rifle 
companies  abreast.  The  4/2,  reinforced,  moved  by  bounds,  remaining  on  the 
average  400  meters  behind  the  leading  edge  of  the  rifle  companies.  Because 
the  riflemen  were  moving  across  Inundated  rice  paddies  their  forwai'd  progress 
was  necessarily  slow.  If  the  battalion  commander  and  4/2  troop  commander 
were  aware  of  the  VC  activity  that  had  taken  place  in  this  area  before  their 
arrival  that  day  and  the  night  before,  they  are  to  be  severely  criticised  for 
their  direct  approach  to  Objective  11.  A  translation  of  tho  7th  Division 
operation  order  (each  commander  had  a  copy)  stated  "There  are  200  VC  at 
Objectives  56  and  57."  The  task  force  struck  Objective  11  from  almost  due 
east  rather  than  from  the  SB  as  ordered.  The  CG  battalion  advanced  in  a 
deployed  formation  on  the  right  flank  and  abreaet  of  the  task  force  toward 
Objective  56. 


At  approximately  15U5,  when  the  leading  riflemen  of  the  task  force  and 
CG  battalion  were  about  50  metera  from  theli*  reapective  treellnea,  the  VC 
opened  fire.  A  tremendous  volume  of  automatic,  small  arms,  and  rifle  grenade 
fire  was  directed  tt  the  dismounted  riflemen.  The  leading  two  rifle  companies 
of  1/11  became  "plnned-down"  and  the  CG  battalion  withdrew  toward  the  east 
about  400  meters. 
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After  «OM  erfUMnt  between  the  Infentrj  battellba  ecMwindwir  en^  the  4/2 
troop  oowBindei)  the  Nllje  usanlted  Objeetlve  11  At  1530*  The  etrrlere 
were  pneented  fron  entering  the  objeetlve  beeenee  of  en  IrrlgAtlon  eenel  thet 
ran  the  entire  length  and  iMMdiately  in  front  of  the  treeline. 

The  4/2  ■ewed  lwaall'i«  ea-Une,  end  stopped  50  to  100  aetora  froa  the  tree- 
llnet  whereupon  thej  direoted  Cal  .50«  Cal  *30  (both  single  end  dnalHsounted)  fire 
into  Objeetiw  11.  .  The  toIubs  of  VC  fire  did  not  dlalnish.  One '1113  was  atruok 
twioe  bx  57sMi  BB  HEAT  roundst  ones  in  the  shield  iaaedlatelx  below  its  aoonted 
57bbi  BR  and  <{»oa  in  the  front  slope  in  the  eieinltx  of  the  air  oleaidlr.  The 
4/2  57ist  RR  gunner  was  weanded*  but  the  M113  raaained  in  aoilon.  Another  1013 
was  penetrated  in  the  upper  right  front  aide.  The  radiator  was  penetrated  and 
the  troop  exeeutive  offleer  wounded  in  the  steaaeh  by  a  fragaent  blown  off  the 
inside  of  the  oarrier.  A  third  K113  was  penetrated  in  the  front  slope  bjr  a 
57an  RR  round  Ijaadiateljr  to  the  right  of  the  driver's  eoiq>artnent.  Sons  oil 
lines  were  severed.  These  last  two  M113s  were  put  out  of  action  toaporarlljr. 

They  were  aoved  approxiaately  5OO  asters  to  the  roar.  Later  that  afternoon, 
oil  lines  froa  the  KII3  with  a  daaaged  radiator  ware  reaoved  and  installed  in 
the  other  disabled  M113.  The  repaired  M113  tewed  the  other  one  to  Ify  Tho  that 
evening. 

The  4/2  tinxip  ooaaander  believed  he  had  spotted  the  VC  57aB  RR  position, 
but  lied  difficulty  cosaunieating  the  Inforaatlon  to  the  flaaethrower  NII3. 

(Because  of  a  faulty  radio,  the  troop  eoasander  had  had  difficulty  controlling 
the  flaaethrower  ldl3  during  the  deaonstration  rehearsal  and  the  deaonstratlon 
that  aomlng.)  The  flaaethnwor  aoved  forward  and  directed  half  of  its  napala 
at  the  wrong  location.  AtiUont  1545.  with  utaost  difficulty,  tho  troop  coas- 
ander  aanaged  to  caeaunloate  this  error  to  the  flaaethrower  Mill,  iriilch  then . 
fired  a  few  accurate  bursts  into  the  suspected  57aBi  BR  position.  In  the  asan- 
tias  the  flaaethrower  11113  was  struck  in  the  right  front  road  idisil  by  the  VC 
57aB  RR.  The  flaaethrower  11113  was  sent  forward  aians  to  attack  tho  57bb  RR. 
(After  the  operation,  about  30  saall-oallber  bullet  soars  were  found  in  the 
front  slope  of  this  vehicle)^ 

I- 

The  firepower  advantage  shifted  to  the  task  force  at  approxinataly  1545. 

The  dlsBounted  ccaqianies  entered  Objectlver.  11  slang  with  the  rifleaen  of  4/2. 
Three  H113s  and  approxiaately  60  rifleaen  swung  to  the  left  of  the  objective 
to  envelop  it  froa  the  south.  Because  of  the  volnae  of  VC  fire  this  force  did 
not  enter  tho  objective.  The  voluae  of  fire  froa  this  location  dlainished 
rapidly  indicating  that  t)a  VC  had  withdrawn.  Since  the  CO  battalion  did  not 
occupy  or  apply  pressure  on  Objective  56,  it  is  presuaed  that  the  VC  withdrew 
to  the  north.  It  is  not  likely  that  they  withdrew  to  the  west  because  two 
VNAF  AD-6s  were  striking  Objective  21  during  the  action.  Also,  an  0-1  air¬ 
craft  had  the  open  area  between  Objootlvoa  11  and  56  under  continuous  obse]>> 
vation*  Accurate  and  continuous  firing  frea  6  105  aa  howitsers  was  directed 
at  the  northern  route  of  withdrawal. 
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Th«  objaetiva  araa  waa  wall  organlaad  bjr  tha  VC  who  wera  dug  In  and  had 
built  eartharn  parapata  on  tha  front  and  both  aides  of  their  holes.  Tha  net¬ 
work  of  tha  holes  was  5  to  10  matars  into  the  tree  line,  and  no  VC  ware  forward 
of  tha  tree  line.  Each  VC  weapon  position  was  in  foliage  that  had  been  cleared 
up  to  3  i'eat  above  tha  ground  about  3  i'aet  in  width.  The  amount  of  clearance 
of  foliage  was  restricted  to  only  that  necessary  for  observation  and  firing. 
Through  these  iVindows”  each  VC  had  a  sector  of  fire.  This  accounted  for  their 
blanketing  the  area  forward  of  tha  tree  line.  Because  they  were  back  in  the 
tree  line  with  the  minimum  disturbance  to  vegetation,  the  individual  VC  firing 
positions  could  not  be  observed  from  the  front.  Gun  flashes  were  hidden  \inlss8 
the  weapon  was  pointed  directly  at  tha  observer.  Captured  sketches  that  detailed 
the  defensive  positions  indicated  a  good  deal  of  thought  and  tactical  appre¬ 
ciation  of  possible  schemes  of  maneuver  on  the  available  terrain  had  been  gi^ven 
to  position  preparation. 

Objective  11  waa  considered  secure  at  1730.  The  task  force  rounded  up  15 
VC  suspects  and  evacuated  them.  It  was  later  detemlnsd  that  three  were  defi¬ 
nitely  VCi  an  officer,  a  young  girl  espionage  agent,  and  a  Saigon  University 
student  courier.  Both  the  ARVN  and  US  personnel  stated  that  the  VC  detention 
of  civilians  in  the  battle  position  was  a  departure  from  custom. 

A  VNAP  B-26  made  several  strikes  on  Objective  21  and  its  surroundings  from 
1715  to  1630,  The  task  force  began  moving  toward  Objective  21  at  1615  using  the 
same  formation  as  it  had  previously.  The  M113s  effected  a  canal  crossing  imme¬ 
diately  west  of  Objective  11.  Tha  first  M113  was  pushed  across  by  the  second, 
using  balk  bridging  as  a  ram.  The  second  was  pulled  by  the  first  and  pushed 
by  the  third.  Each  of  the  succeeding  carriers  was  pulled  by  the  next  two  forward 
in  line.  Eleven  carriers  crossed  in  20  minutes. 

The  VC  had  withdrawn  from  Objective  21  before  the  arrival  of  the  task  force. 
This  objective  was  also  heavily  entrenched  in  the  same  manner  as  was  Objective 
11.  However,  there  waa  no  other  evidence  of  VC.  A  search  of  Objective  21  net¬ 
ted  many  VC  documents  in  various  houses.  The  night  passed  without  Incident. 

ARVN  artillery  fired  one-tube  harrassment  and  interoiction  rounds  every  3  to 
5  minutes.  On  occasion  a  volley  was  fired  at  possible  VC  assembly  points. 

At  O83O,  25  October,  the  infantry  battalion  moved  toward  Objective  31* 
Because  of  the  many  canals  in  the  area,  U/'i-  returned  to  Objective  11  and  then 
moved  north  toward  Objective  57.  The  CO  battalion  occupied  Objective  5^  on 
the  morning  of  the  25th.  No  further  contact  was  made  with  the  VC.  The  4/2 
was  released  at  II30  and  returned  to  Hy  Tho  without  incident,  arriving  at  1245. 
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A  recapitulation  of  the  action  at  the  VN  tactical  operations  center  in 
Hy  Tho  on  27  October  confirmed  the  supposition  that  the  VC  had  withdrawn 
from  Objective  11  via  Objective  56.  Purther«  it  was  learned  from  VC  POW 
Interrogations  that  the  entire  VC  514th  Battalion  was  in  the  area.  Two 
companies  reinforced  with  heavy  weapons  were  on  line  at  Objectives  11  and 
56.  The  battalion  (-)  wae  in  the  vicinity  of  Objective  21.  It  was  the  intsn> 
tlon  of  this  battalion  to  create  an  incident  (attack  the  SDC  post)  and  ambush 
the  relief  element.  They  were  surprised  that  an  ARVN  infantry  battalion 
and  M113  troop  had  bean  dispatched  to  the  area. 


FAVORABLE  COMHENTS 


1.  Transition  from  an  administrative  mode  (demonstration)  to  the  combat 
operation  mode  was  done  rapidly.  All  vehicles  were  resupplied  with  gasoline 
and  ammunition  (including  recharging  the  flame  thrower),  and  the  soldiers 
were  fad  within  30  minutes. 


2.  The  attachment  to  the  infanti'y  battalion  and  reinforcement  of  4/2 
was  efficient  and  rapid. 


3.  The  task  force  moved  across  the  open  area  in  a  deployment  with  max¬ 
imum  firepower  to  the  front.  In  the  opinion  of  tho  ACTIV  observer,  this 
deployment  saved  the  task  forde  from  incurring  more  casualties  than  it  did. 


4.  The  personal  courage  of  the  individual  ARVN  soldier  and  Junior 
leader  is  praisbworthy.  Iheee  men  made  the  final  assault  in  a  heavy  rain¬ 
storm  under  conditions  of  severely  restricted  visibility; 


5.  The  81  mm  mortars  of  4/2  were  put  into  action  within  5  minutes  after 
the  task  force  was  fired  upon.  Considering  the  facte  that  selection  of  base 
plate  position  is  a  problem,  and  it  was  raining  heavily,  this  was  excellent 
timing. 


6.  The  meticulous  searching  of  the  objective  areas  by  ARVN  troops-  in¬ 
cluding  physical  inspection  of  pools,  haystacks,  and  structures-  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  many  VC  prisoners  and  weapons  and  much  VC  material. 


7.  Selection  of  tyafficable  routes  was  good. 


8.  Artillery  fire  support  was  outstanding:  it  was  prompt  and  accurate. 
D.  (C)  UNFAVORABLE  COMHENTS 


1.  The  disagreement  between  the  infantry  bAttallon  comnandsr  and  the  4/2 
troop  coflinander  resulted  in  costly  delay.  In  the  opinion  of  all  US  personnel 
present,  had  the  assault  of  the  objective  been  instituted  sooner,  more  success 
would  have  been  realized. 
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2.  Th«  GO  battAllon'B  r«llttr*  to  aasault  and  occupgr  OUJaetlva  56  dooowd 
tha  prospaot  of  gaining  a  aabatantlal  Tictorj.  Tha  VC  aaeapa  route  waa  assured. 

3.  Tha  apparent  disregard  by  tha  ground  eosaiandars  of  IntelUgenee  on 
known  VC  in  tha  area  or,  what  aay  be  worse,  their  lack  of  this  knowledge,  re¬ 
sulted  in  an  attack  on  the  strongest,  rather  than  tha  weakest, point  in  the  VC 
defense. 

4.  The  failure  to  disengage  4/2  and  envelop  or  bypass  Objective  11  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  VC's  success  in  withdrawing  virtually  the  entire  VC  514th  Bat¬ 
talion  to  tha  SW  on  the  eossaereial  canal. 

5.  The  lack  of  coamunicatlons  between  all  US  advisors  pn  the  ground 
(total  of  six, and  one  ACTIV  observer)  with  US  advisors  at  regiaent  and  div- 

i  Ision  seriously  haapered  the  advisory  effort.  There  was  no  way  for  either 
group  to  determine  what  was  going  on  except  by  asking  his  VN  counterpart. 

It  is  certain  that  not  all  Information  is  passed  under  these  conditions. 
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Figure  32  (U) 

MeJ  B&«  2d  Anaored  Cevalrjr  Squalor  Conoander  brlefe 
British  Ambassador  to  Vietnam  and  UK  Armj  Chief  of  Staff. 


•  Figure  33  (U) 

H113  mobility  and  firepower  demonstration. 
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Figure  34  (U) 

The  4/2  troop  oonimander  leads  his  troop  to  Join  l/ll  at  the  LD.  Objective  11 
la  off  the  picture  to  the  left  about  1200  meters.  The  VC  had  an  unrestricted 
view  of  these  formations.  This  Illustrates  the  bad  habit  of  bunching. 


Figure  35  (U) 

LD  looking  NW.  A  portion  of  Objective  56  Is  at  left.  Terrain  was  open  rice 
paddy  all  the  vay  to  the  objectives.  M24  tanks  could  negotiate  this  terrain. 
(Note  dismounted  infantry  advancing  In  deployed  fomatlon. ) 
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Figure  36  (U) 

Flamethrower  M113  approaches  Objectlva  U.  This  le  typical  manner  of  movement 
contact.  Because  of  napalm  bottles  Inside  carrier,  crevn&en  must  ride  on  top. 
However,  crewmen  of  other  H113s  habitually  ride  on  top  until  fired  upon. 


Figure  37  (U) 

Objective  11.  VC  had  at  least  one  automatic  weapon  on  each  spur  of  cresent^ 
shaped  woodline  facing  oncoming  task  force.  Objective  56  is  to  the  right, 
off  the  photo.  Objective  21  is  toward  the  top,  also  off  the  photo.  (Photo 
taken  3  days  after  operation.) 
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Figure  38  (U) 

Aerial  photo  of  Objective  11  looking  from  NNE.  Canal  le  Im- 
medlateljr  forward  of  treeline.  (Photo  taken  3  days  after  operation.) 
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Figure  40  (U) 

M1138  assault  Objective  11, 
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Figure  U  (U) 

1/11  reaerve  company  assaults  Objective  11. 


Figure  42  (U) 

VHAF  AD-6  strikes  Objective  21  after  task  force  reserve  company 
and  M113  assault  of  Objective  11.  Riflemen  of  two  leading 
ccapanies  shown  here  later  entered  Objective  21. 
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Figure  43  (D) 

Typical  dug-in  positions  on  Objootivs  U.  Not*  olosansss  of 
holts  and  the  dittaaes  baok  in  the  irttlina.  Photo  taken 
facing  east  froa  objective  toward  onooaing  task  force. 


Figure  44  (U) 

Dead  TC  behind  fortification. 


■% 
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Figure  45  (U) 

Dead  VC  being  searched  by  4/2  soldiers. 


A3 
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Figure  46  (U) 

Southern  edge  of  Objeotive  11  facing  northeast,  l/ll  riflemen 
In  foreground,  VC  suspects  with  arms  tied  and  civilians  In  rear. 


Figure  47  (U) 

Objective  21  in  foreground^  Objective  31  and  eoanerclal  canal,  respec- 
tlveljr,  In  the  background.  It  is  believed  the  VC  withdrew  by  sampan 
through  Objective  31  from  Objective  21  and  56.  (Photo  taken  3  days  after 
operation. ) 

IV  -  Cho  Cu  Chi 


44 


CONFIDENTJAL 


Figure  48  (U) 

BMtern  portion  of  Objectlva  21.  Multiple  treolca  through  rice  pAddles  in  upper 
left  show  4/2*8  movement  from  Objective  11  on  24  October.  Single  heavy  track 
in  center  shows  its  movement  back  to  Objective  11  on  25  October.  (Photo  taken 
3  days  after  operation.) 


Figure  49  (C) 

M113  Nr  43  showing  hit  in  57aa  RR  shield  and  welded  hole  on  front  elope  above 
trim  vane.  The  front  slope  was  penetrated  and  the  air  cleaner  damaged.  (Photo 
taken  onv  day  after  operation,  26  October.) 
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Figure  50  (C) 

Another  view  of  M113  Nr  43  ahown  In  Figure  49« 
(Photo  taken  one  day  after  operation,  26  October.) 
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Figure  51  (C) 

KII3  Nr  201  penetrated  In  right  side  (hole  welded)}  radiator  damaged.  The 
executive  officer  was  wounded  by  a  fl;^ng  fragment  inside  the  M113>  The  ve¬ 
hicle  was  towed  back  to  My  Tho  by  M113  Nr  12  (Figures  53  and  54)  on  24  Octo- 
b'ir.  (Photo  taken  one  day  after  operation.) 


Figure  52  (C) 

Right  front  road  wheels  of  M113  Nr  21  (flamethrower)  penetrated  by  57nim  RR, 
Not  discovered  until  4/2  returned  to  My  Tho.  (Photo  taken  on*  day  after 
operation,  26  October.) 
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Flgur*  53  (C) 

MII3  Nr  12  hit  In  hinge  of  front  slope  and  penetrated.  Driver  wounded}  vehicle 
put  out  of  action.  Neoeasary  repair  parts  were  taken  from  M113  Nr  201  (Figure 
A9  And  50).  HII3  Nr  12  towed  MII3  Nr  201  to  My  Tho  on  24  October.  (Photo  taken 
one  day  after  operation.) 
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Figure  54  (C) 

Another  view  of  MI.I3  Nr  12,  (Photo  taken 
one  day  after  operation,  26  October. ) 
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0  14^90^ 

FM  IV  CORPS  0-2 
TO  UUMSA/COHUSNAGV, 
llUMSaA/0-2i07  7th  DIV, 

UUM50B/0-2  ADV  9th  DIV 
UUMSCS/0-2  ADV  21ST  DIV 

KIN  (CONFIDENTIAL)  SPHINX  MSG  CITE:  2  SQR  57. 

(K)  (C)  THE  FOLLOWING  REPT  RECEIVED  FM  IV  CORPS  SMIAT,  IS  FORWARDED 
FOR  YOU  INFO* 

QUOTE  DATE  OF  INFOi  9  OCT  63  AREA;  HEN  AM  DIST,  TIEN  GIANG  PROVINCE 
SOURCE*  IS  A  COCED  AGENT  RESIDINO  IN  THE  AREA  WHO  OBTAINED  THIS  INFORMATION 
BY  PERSONNEL  OEBERVATION. 

6  OCT  63.  BA  QU,  A  PROVINCIAL  COMMISSAR  OF  THE  SOUTH  VIETNAMESE 
LIBERATION  FRONT,  MADE  THE  FOLLOWING  ANNOUNCEMENTS  TO  THE  POPULATION 
OF  HOC  HOA  HAMLET  (WR  160  780)*  QUOTE  COMMUNIST  CHINA  HAS  JUST  PROVIDED  US 
WITH  42  ANTI-AIRCRAFT  GUNS.  PRESENTLY,  IN  THIS  AREA  WE  HAVE  EMPLACED 
AT  THE  XEO  CAN  3  WAY  ROAD  INTERSECTION  (WR  193  76fc), 

PLEASE  GO  OBSERVE  IT  AND  BE  CONFIDENT  THAT  PROM  NOW  ON  BOTH  OUR 
PEOPIE  AND^OOPS  WILL  NO  LONGER  HAVE  TO  FEAR  THE  EN'S  AIRCRAFT.  UNQUOTE 

AT  1300  HOURS  ON  8  OCT  63*  SOURCE  OBSERVED  THE  WPN  AT  THE  ABOVE 
MENnOhJED  LOC  AND  GAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  DESCRIPTION  OF  IT; 

THE  BORE  IS  APPROX  40  MM,  THE  LENGTH  OF  THE  BARREL  IS  APPROX  2  FT 
30  meters,  AMD  3  HOLD  THE  GUM.  THE  GUN  IS  A  DARK  GREY  IN  COLOR 
AMD  ON  THE  3  LEGS  MOUNT  THERE  IS  A  FOUND  PLACE  THAT  CAN  BE  SWIVELLED 
IN  ANY  DIRECnON.  THERE  ARE  6  MEN  TAKING  CARE  OF  THE  WPN.  IT  FIRES 
3  TYPES  OF  RDS,  ABOUT  40  CMS  LONG,  AS  BIO  AROUND  AS  A  WRIST,  AND  WITH 
AN  OVAL  SHAPED  HEAD.  THE  HEADS  OF  THE  3  DIFFERENT  RDS  ARE  PAINTED 
RED,  WHITE  OR  BLACK.  THE  WPN  IS  LOADED  PM  THE  TOP  OP  THE  BREACH  WITH 
A  5  RD  MAGAZINE  BY  A  HAN  STANDING  ON  THE  ROUND  METAL  PLATE.  THE 
MAGAZINE  IS  CURVED  AND  THE  WPN:  IS  FIRED  BY  FOOT:  (NOTE:  PROB  BY  DEP- 
PRESSINO  A  PEDAL).  THE  MEN  TAKING  CARE  OF  THE  WPN  ARE  ARMED  WITH  THOMPSONS. 

PARA  SOURCE  OVERHEARD  BA  GU  TALKING  WITH  SOME  OTHER  CAKIES  AT  THE 
SITE  OF  THE  OUN  THAT  BEFORE  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR  THE  RV  PLAN  TO 
LIBERATE  THE  FOLLOWING  STRATEGIC  ROUTS;  THE  ROAD  FM  GO  QUAO  TO  DIRH 
AN  (WR  309  754)  AND  THE  WATERWAY  FM  XEO  RO  (KIEN  AN  DISTRICT 
TO  THU  LL.  IV  CORPS  G-2  SDV  CMTs  NO  ADD  INFO  IS  IMMEDIATELY  AVAILABLE 
SMIAT  WILL  REINTEROGATE  AGENT  TO  OBTAIN  MORE  SPECIFIC  INFO.  SMIAT 
EVALUATBIN  CGQR 

FOXTROT  DASWMSIO.  OP  -4. 
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i^NNEX  B  (C)' 

TERMINAL  ACTION  REPOTT  ON 
M113  DESTROYED  9  SEPTEMBER  1963 


1.  (U)  INTRODUCTION 

This  annw  oonstltutes  final  raporting  action  on  the  N113  APC  desiro/ed 
in  the  vioinitj  of  Qo  Cong  on  9  September  1963 i  The  incident  was  discussed  jn 
Interim  Tbet  Report  Nuabsr  S.  Portions  of  the  hull  shown  In  Figures  B-I  through 
^12  have  bean  shipped  to  Aberdeen  Proving  Qroand>  Mar]rland«  for  analysis  of 
weldments.  Such  an^ysis  is  believed  essential  to  determine  whether  or  not 
weliteents  meet  spedflcationa,  and  what  modifications  to  specif ioatlons,  if 
anxi  should  be  made  to  prod.de  increased  strength  to  the  hull. 

2.  (C)  NARRATIVE 

The  M113  APC  destroyed  on  9  Septesiber  1963  during  a  combat  operation  in 
the  Mekong  Delta  (IV  Corps)  area  of  Vietnam  was  the  lead  vehicle  in  a  column 
of  12  M113s  traveling  over  a  gravel  surfaced  road.  Three  actions  occurred  al¬ 
most  slmultaneouslyt 

a.  A  mine  was  electrically  detonated  directly  in  front  of  the  vehicle. 
Ho  known  vehicular  damage  occurred. 

b.  A  mine  was  electrically  detonated  under  the  left  rear  of  the 
vehlclSi  damaging  the  road  wheel*  track*  and  sponson. 

0.  The  vehicle  was  struck  on  the  upper  front  slope  by  a  $7mm  HEAT 
round  which  penetrated  the  engine  compartment  access  door. 

The  trodp  commander*  riding  in  the  Ath  vehicle  in  column*  ordered  the 
damaged  vehicle  moved  into  a  rice  paddy  adjacent  to  the  road.  The  vehicle  moved 
unassisted  approxiaately  35  meters  into  the  paddy.  A  gasoline  fire  started  in 
the  rice  paddy  outside  the  vehicle  and  spread  quickly  to  the  sponson.  The  troop 
commander  immediately  ordered  the  burning  vehicle  evacuated.  Before  the  men 
could  get  out*  the  fire  spread  to  the  interior  of  the  vehicle.  While  escaping* 
the  man  wore  burned  to  various  degrees.  Within  3  to  5  minutes  after  the  fire 
started*  several  violent  explosions  literally  tors  the  vehicle  apart.  The  roof, 
floor  plate*  and  engine  compartment  access  door  wars  completely  blown  from  the 
vehicle.  The  ramp  was  blown  into  the  open  position.  Sides  were  splayed  out 
at  a  45  degree  angle.  The  M113  burned  for  approximately  one  hour  thereafter. 

The  vehicle  was  subsequently  further  dismantled  by  ARVN  troops  using  TNT  blocks 
Evacuation  was  by  2i-tm  truck.  The  pi  sees  wore  taken  to  the  BOth  Ordnance  Rs> 
build  Depot  in  S^dgon,  where  they  were  stsam  cleaned  and  examined. 
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3.  (C)  nNDINQS 

An  extmlnailon  of  tbo  dostroyad  vahiola  by  tha  unit  advlaor  and  qualified 
ordnanea  paraonnal  resultad  in  tha  following  findings: 

a,  Tha  alna  that  datonatad  diractly  in  front  of  tha  vahiola  did  not 
oontidbuta  to  tha  daatnietion  of  tha  vahiola. 

b.  Tha  57hai  H£AT  panatratlon  did  not  laiBobillsa  tha  M113  nor  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  fire. 

0.  Tha  adna  detonated  und'-r  tha  vehicle  daaagad  tha  fourth  road  wheel 
and  tha  track  above  tha  road  wheal.  A  hole  in  tha  left  aponaon  indicates  that 
a  snail  fragpaant  froa  tha  nine  or  the  danagad  track  panatratad  tha  sponaon  and 
raptured  tha  gas  tank.  Tha  gasoline  fron  the  ruptured  gas  tank  Ignited. 

d.  Tha  vahiola  destruction  was  caused  by  a  oonbination  of  the  gaa 
tank  explosion  and  the  annuiltlon  detonation  within  tha  vehicle.  Listed  below 
are  tha  types  and  quantities  of  aaminitlon  bellavad  stored  inside  the  vehicle. 

1.  Cal  *50  MO  laOO  rounds 

2.  Cal  .30  m  >  2400  rounds 

3.  Cal  .30  KL  -  unknown 

4.  Cal  .30  Carbine  -  unknown 

5.  BAR  -  1000  rounds 

6.  N-26  grenades  -  50 

a.  Tha  clean  separation  of  the  hull  Joints  caused  by  the  explosion' 
of  the  gaa  tank  and  tha  stowed  asnunitlon  Indicates  a  lack  of  weld  panatratlon. 
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Figure  B-1  (C) 

Road  wheel  and  track  damage  caused  by  the  mine,  A  piece 
of  the  mine  or  track  penetrated  the  sponson  above  the 
damaged  area. 
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Figure  B-2  (C) 

Road  whaal  damaged  by  mine. 
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Figure  B-3  (C) 

Truek  block  daaagod  bgr  bIm.  Shrapnel  froa  this  block  nay 
have  been  the  cause  of  the  eponeon  penetration. 


Figure  B-4  (C) 

The  roof  wao  blown  intact  from  the  vehiole 
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Figure  B-5  (C) 

The  floor  waa  blown  from  the  vehicle.  Note  the  position 
of  the  toreion  bars  in  relation  to  the  floor,  ne  ramp 
was  blown  into  the  open  position. 


Figure  B-6  (C) 

The  sponson  was  penetrated,  rupturing  the  gasoline  tank. 
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Figure  B-7  (C) 

The  vehicle  aide  platea  aeparated  at  the  welded  Jolnte  and 
eplayed  out  at  a  45°  angle.  The  engine  coapartaent  door 
wa«  completely  blown  from  the  vehicle. 


Figure  B-8  (C) 

View  of  the  roof  and  side  plate  eiiowing  clean  weld  separation. 
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Figure  B-9  (C) 

Clean  separation  of  the  roof  from  the  side  plate.  View 
of  the  roof  as  it  separated  from  the  side  plate. 


Figure  B-10  (C) 

View  of  weld  separation  (see  arrow). 
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Figure  &-11  (C) 

Clean  separation  between  box  bean  and  floor 
plate  on  right  side  of  the  vehicle. 


Figure  B-12  (C) 

Weld  separation  of  floor  from  box  beam. 
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AWMET  0 
REmSIiCES 


1.  DA  lattar,  AQAK-P  (N)  361  (3X  Oct  63)  DCSOPS,  aubjaot; 
"Anqr  Troop  Taat  Prograa  in  Viatnan  (11)4"  6  Noreaiber  1962, 

aa  a■andad^ . 

2.  ACTIV  latter  (to  GQUSAHCDC),  autjsst:  '"Plan  of  Teat, 
Maahanlaad  Rifle  Troop  (N113)»  *28  Novaeibar  1962. 

3.  ACTIV  latter  (to  CINCPAC  through  COMUSMACV),  subject : 
"Suianiary  of  Taat  Plan  for  Mechantead  Rifle  Troop  (M113)4" 

3  DaceHbar  1962. 

4.  CINCPAC  Baasage,  aubjact:  "Proposal  for  US  Amy  Teat 
in  Vlatnaa,"  DTQ  2202216Z  (January  1963). 

5.  Monthljr  Test  Reports  Numbers  1-8,  Naehanlsad  Rifle  Troop 
(KII3}  (U),  Amy  Concept  Team  in  Vietnam. 
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DISTRIBUTION 

Chief  of  Reaaaroh  and  DevalopBent, 

DapartBwnt  of  the  Army 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  Military  Operations, 

us{KU-trBn;tiv  sf  bhs  Ansig 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  logietioe. 

Department  of  the  Amy 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  PereonneJ., 

Department  of  the  Army 

Aealetant  Chief  of  staff  for  Force  Development, 
Department  of  the  Army 

Office  of  the  Aseletant  Chief  of  Staff  for 
Force  Devleopment,  ATTN:  ACTI7  Idaleon  Officer, 
Department  of  the  Army 

CoBaandlng  General,  US  Continental  Amy  Connand 

Commanding  General,  Us  Army  Materiel  Coenand 

Commanding  General,  US  Army  Combat  Developmente  Command 

Cammander-in-Chlef,  US  Arm;  Pacific 

Connander,  US  Military  Aeei stance  Conmand,  Vietnam 

Chief,  Military  Assistance  Advisory  Group,  Vietnam, 
ATTN:  Chief,  Army  Section 

Commanding  General,  US  Army  Support  Group,  Vietnam 

Director,  Joint  Evaluation  Group,  Vietnam 

Chief,  OSD  ARPA  R4D.  Field  Unit,  Vietnam 

Commanding  General,  11th  Air  assault  Division 

OoBuandant,  United  States  Army  Infantry  School, 

Fort  Banning,  Georgia  31905 
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,  -  Goouandahtf  Armor  Schotsl^  US  Ar^  Armor -Center 
Fort  Knox,  Kentucky 

Coiimandant«,  Artillery  School,  US  Army  Artillery 
and  Missile  Center,  Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma 

Asst  Chief  of  Staff  for  Intelligence  (ATTN;  Director 
of  Suinrelllanee  and  Reconnalssriince,  Doctrine 
Division) 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Army  (ATTN: 
Director  of  Coordination  and  Analysis,  Coordination 


Joint  Test  and  Evaluation  Task  Fore©  (JTETE)  USSTEU 
COM,  MaoDlll  AFB,  Fla.  (ATTN:  Major  Qeneral  Rosson) 


Commanding  General,  Defense  Documentation  Center 
Cameron  Station,  Alexandria,  Virginia 


